
 
Job Description 
Plant Operator I 

Grade 13 
 

Position Summary  
 
The Plant Operator is responsible for inspecting, maintaining and controlling process 
equipment throughout the plant, and adhering to all applicable regulations to provide 
safe, reliable and cost-effective operation of the plant to meet processing, permit and 
other applicable requirements.   
 
Essential Job Functions 
 
Perform all maintenance and repair work on equipment including troubleshooting, 
servicing, and installing equipment.  
 
Monitor and control plant operation under the direction of the Operations Manager. 
 
Maintain record to plant operations, including, but not limited to, hourly operating data, 
plant violations, scale tickets and abnormal operating conditions.  Ensure that the facility 
operates within permit compliance, at/above design capability and produces high-quality 
product at all times. 
 
Enforce and maintain standard safety procedures. 
 
Maintain work area in a clean condition at all times. 
 
Initiate emergency procedures, when conditions warrant, to ensure personnel safety and 
to prevent damage to plant and equipment. 
 
Perform preventive maintenance and cleaning on equipment and trailers as assigned. 
 
Monitor and control plant operations in accordance with company policies and 
procedures. 
 
Perform any general work or other assignments necessary to ensure the safe, clean and 
efficient operation of the facility. 
 
Perform all work in compliance with environmental permits and regulations.  
 
Operate material handling equipment, i.e. electric vehicles, forklifts, pallet trucks and 
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cranes.   
 
Perform minor maintenance as required. 
 
Monitors and operates industrial equipment.  Operates equipment from control panels or 
use of manually operated levers, switches, buttons, etc.  
 
May be required to serve as a member of the Emergency Response Team. 
 
Performs daily, weekly, and monthly inspections. 
 
Operates production equipment, follows safety guidelines, and ensures crew members 
follow safety policies. 
  
Performs and assigns general housekeeping and sanitation responsibilities of the line 
daily communicating specific sanitation duties to all crew members. 
  
Trains crew members in the different areas of responsibility within production line.  
Trains employees on all aspects of paperwork, label machines, and how to properly 
identify seconds. 
 
Qualifications 
 
Education and Experience:  ​Five (5) years of operations experience required, bachelors 
degree preferred. 
 
Language Skills: ​Ability to read, analyze, and interpret general business periodicals, 
professional journals, technical procedures, governmental regulations, or comparable 
publications.  Ability to write reports, business correspondence, and procedure manuals. 
Ability to effectively present information and respond to questions from groups of 
managers, clients, customers, and the general public. 
 
Mathematical Skills:​ Ability to add, subtract, multiply and divide.  Ability to utilize 
mathematical concepts to compute rate, ratio, percent,  discounts, interest, commissions, 
proportions, percentages , volume, and to draw and interpret bar graphs. 
 
Reasoning Ability:​ Ability to solve new or existing problems and deal with a variety of 
concrete variables in situations where only limited standardization exists. Ability to 
interpret a variety of instructions furnished in written, oral, diagram, or schedule form. 
 
Other Required Skills: ​Proficient in Microsoft Office software; strong organizational 
and time management skills; must be able to maintain confidential information. 
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Scope and Responsibility: ​Responsible for plant operation activities within a business 
unit of the company. 
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Physical Demands  
 
While performing the duties of this job, the incumbent is regularly required to sit, walk, 
talk, hear and occasionally lift up to 10 pounds. 
 
Specific vision abilities required include close vision, distance vision, peripheral vision, 
depth perception and ability to focus. 
 
Work Environment 
 
The incumbent is occasionally required to work near moving mechanical parts and in 
outdoor weather conditions.  The noise level in the work environment is usually 
moderate. 


